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Hagley Art Club brings a splash of colour
to local railway station

The platforms and waiting areas at Hagley station have been brightened up
by a local art group.

A set of ten original pieces created by Hagley Art Club, are featuring in a new
'On Platform Art Exhibition' - the first of a number planned for railway
stations across the West Midlands.

The artwork has been printed onto posters and put on display around the
station.



The exhibition is set to be a permanent fixture, with new pictures displayed
every two or three months.

Bob Haywood-Lister, Hagley Art Group member and West Midlands Railway
employee, who arranged the display said: “The artwork on display reflects the
diversity of the work produced by our members. The pieces include local
views, landscapes, cityscapes, wildlife and works of pure imagination.
Members submitted their favourite pieces – which have been created using
all sorts of media, from traditional oils and watercolours to collage and the
humble pencil.”

Simone Carter, station manager for Hagley, said: "It's an absolute honour to
host the first 'On Platform Art Exhibition' at Hagley station on behalf of
Hagley Art Club. Bob and the group have worked very hard work to make this
happen and we are looking forward to seeing who they can inspire to take
this initiative to other railway stations in the area."

Hagley Art Club meets regularly to encourage artists of all abilities from
Hagley and Stourbridge areas. The club has monthly demonstrations by
professional artists, as well as a weekly painting circle for members to enjoy
painting together and learn from each other. The club also stages a number
of exhibitions throughout the year, giving members the chance to show off
and sell their work. This year the club is celebrating thirty years as part of the
local community.

The group is also resident station adoption group at Hagley station. West
Midlands Railway’s station adoption scheme encourages community groups
with a wide range of interests to help brighten up their local station. As well
as making the overall environment more welcoming, involvement in
community rail activities has been recognised as having a significant impact
on bringing people together and combatting issues such as loneliness.

Fay Easton, head of community and stakeholder for West Midlands Railway,
said: “Art displays like this can really transform the overall feel of a station.
This new 'On Platform Art Exhibition' at Hagley station is a great reflection of
the group who created it, and it shows how a new lease of life can be brought
to a station through adoption and related activities.

“Community art exhibitions are just one of the many things that our station
adopters do, and in fact the possibilities of what community engagement on



the railway can look like are endless! If anyone has similar ambitions for
bringing community groups onto their local station, then we would love to
hear their ideas.”

For more information on station adoption go to
westmidlandsrailway.co.uk/adopt-station

For more information on Hagley Art Club go to the Hagley Art Club Facebook
page

Below are some of the pieces that are currently on display at the station.
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West Midlands Trains operates both West Midlands Railway and London
Northwestern Railway services.

• London Northwestern Railway services operate between
Liverpool and Birmingham, and on the West Coast mainline to
and from London Euston.

• West Midlands Railway services operate to destinations across
the West Midlands via Birmingham New Street.

For more information on these services visit westmidlandsrailway.co.uk or
londonnorthwesternrailway.co.uk
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The West Midlands Trains franchise started on 10 December 2017 and will
run until 2025/26.

West Midlands Trains operates 1,300 services a day, manages 150 stations
and provides over 70 million passenger journeys a year. Over the course of
the franchise, West Midlands Trains will be investing £1 billion into the rail
network to deliver new trains, improved routes and station upgrades. This
will include 400 new train carriages across the network and space for an
extra 85,000 passengers into Birmingham and London at peak times.

The franchise is a joint venture between Abellio (70.1% share) and East Japan
Railway Company / Mitsui & Co., Ltd (29.9% share in a 50:50 split). Abellio is
the international passenger transport subsidiary of the Dutch national railway
company, Nederlandse Spoorwegen. In the UK, Abelllio operates ScotRail and
Greater Anglia train services, Merseyrail services in a joint venture with Serco
and buses through Abellio London. For more information visit
www.abellio.com

If you have been sent this press release, this is because we believe this to be
of interest to you.

To sign up for all future releases, visit our newsroom and subscribe to our
updates. You can unsubscribe to our releases at any time.
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