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Storm Bert clean up: Passengers urged to
check journeys as flood-damaged rail
repairs continue in Northampton

Rail engineers continue to work around the clock to repair flood-damaged
railway equipment in Northampton after the River Nene burst its banks on
Monday (25 November).

Passengers are being advised that disruption on the West Coast Main Line
through Northampton station is likely to continue for the rest of the week
after severe flooding on Monday saw tracks, signals and other vital railway
equipment submerged in water for many hours during Storm Bert.



Network Rail’s specialist response teams must now painstakingly clean, repair
and test flood-damaged equipment to make sure that the signalling system –
the traffic lights of the railway – is working as it should so that trains can
safely run.

Due to the scale of the repairs, services are not expected to resume before
Thursday 28 November, and passengers should prepare for disruption until
the end of the week.

Gary Walsh, director for Network Rail’s West Coast South route, said: “We’re
working as quickly as possible to repair the extensive damage caused by
Storm Bert at Northampton station. Our priority is safety, so we’re carrying
out rigorous checks and repairs on hundreds of pieces of signalling
equipment to ensure everything works properly before reopening.

“Due to the complex nature of this work, we’re advising passengers that
journeys through Northampton are likely to be disrupted for the rest of the
week and we’re urging people to check before they travel with their train
operator. We’re really sorry to everyone affected and will keep passengers
informed about our ongoing repairs.”

Jonny Wiseman, customer experience director for London Northwestern
Railway, added: "I’d like to thank our passengers for their continued patience
and understanding while we work with Network Rail to reintroduce train
services to Northampton.

“A temporary timetable will remain in operation on Wednesday, so I urge
customers to check their journeys before setting out and allow extra time as
rail replacement transport will be in use on some parts of the network.”

Network Rail is working closely with train operating partners London
Northwestern Railway and Avanti West Coast to minimise disruption for
passengers. Trains are being diverted away from Northampton, and London
Northwestern Railway will continue to provide road replacement transport
between Rugby-Northampton and Northampton-Milton Keynes.

Passengers are encouraged to check for the latest journey information at
www.nationalrail.co.uk or their train operator before travelling.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalrail.co.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CHolly.Troup%40networkrail.co.uk%7C183d55268fbd465ac7e708dd0e37c20c%7Cc22cc3e15d7f4f4dbe03d5a158cc9409%7C0%7C0%7C638682354814143139%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RWlaCUMUIMwFUMbA9fbwECZwb3CHFKS9JC9BENvAbrg%3D&reserved=0


About West Midlands Trains

For further information on this release, email press.office@wmtrains.co.uk

West Midlands Trains operates both West Midlands Railway and London
Northwestern Railway services.

• London Northwestern Railway services operate between
Liverpool and Birmingham, and on the West Coast Main Line to
and from London Euston.

• West Midlands Railway services operate to destinations across
the West Midlands via Birmingham New Street and Birmingham
Snow Hill.

For more information on these services visit westmidlandsrailway.co.uk or
londonnorthwesternrailway.co.uk

If you have been sent this press release, this is because we believe this to be
of interest to you.

To sign up for all future releases, visit our newsroom and subscribe to our
updates. You can unsubscribe to our releases at any time.

Contacts

Press Office - Media Use Only
Press Contact
press.office@wmtrains.co.uk
03300 955150

https://www.westmidlandsrailway.co.uk/
https://www.londonnorthwesternrailway.co.uk/
https://www.londonnorthwesternrailway.co.uk/
mailto:press.office@wmtrains.co.uk
tel:03300 955150

