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West Midlands Railway: Class 730 fleet
enters service between Wolverhampton
and Walsall

A brand new West Midlands Railway (WMR) electric train fleet has carried its
first passengers this week, marking the start of a new era of rail travel in the
region.

The first Class 730 to carry passengers in the region was Monday's 10.41pm
departure from Birmingham New Street to Wolverhampton. From today, the
trains are operating services on the Wolverhampton-Walsall (via Birmingham)
route.



The fleet is made up of 48 three-carriage trains – making a total of 144 new
carriages - and are part of a £700m investment in new fleets and
infrastructure by WMR. The trains have significantly more capacity than the
fleets they are replacing, with on-board features including accessible toilets,
WiFi and power points at every seat.

Built by Midlands-based manufacturers Alstom, the Class 730s are also set to
be introduced later this year on the Cross City Line - connecting Lichfield,
Birmingham, Redditch and Bromsgrove.

Jonny Wiseman, WMR customer experience director, said:

“I am delighted that our fantastic new Class 730 fleet has entered service in
the West Midlands. These trains will make a real difference for our
passengers, offering a better experience for customers travelling between
Wolverhampton and Walsall.

“The Class 730s have modern features including digital information screens,
accessible toilets and power points at every seat. They will also provide a
much more spacious feel and a higher capacity so more passengers can travel
on our services.

"Later this year we will be introducing the trains on other routes across the
network, including the busy Cross City Line through Birmingham, so even
more passengers can enjoy the new facilities."

The first Class 730 train in passenger service on Monday 12 February was
unit number 730018.

ENDS

Notes to Editors

The new Class 730 fleet will increase capacity on the following routes:

Wolverhampton-Walsall (in service from Monday 12 February 2024)

Existing fleet (Class 350, per four carriages) – 270 seated, 117 standing, total



capacity 387

New fleet (Class 730, per three carriages) – 201 seated, 345 standing, total
capacity 546

Cross City Line (in service from Spring 2024)

Existing fleet (Class 323, per three carriages) – 277 seated, 120 standing,
total capacity 397

New fleet (Class 730, per three carriages) – 201 seated, 345 standing, total
capacity 546

More information about the Class 730 fleet is available on
www.wmr.uk/newtrains

About West Midlands Trains

For further information on this release, email press.office@wmtrains.co.uk

West Midlands Trains operates both West Midlands Railway and London
Northwestern Railway services.

• London Northwestern Railway services operate between
Liverpool and Birmingham, and on the West Coast Main Line to
and from London Euston.

• West Midlands Railway services operate to destinations across
the West Midlands via Birmingham New Street and Birmingham
Snow Hill.

For more information on these services visit westmidlandsrailway.co.uk or
londonnorthwesternrailway.co.uk

If you have been sent this press release, this is because we believe this to be
of interest to you.

http://www.wmr.uk/newtrains
https://www.westmidlandsrailway.co.uk/
https://www.londonnorthwesternrailway.co.uk/
https://www.londonnorthwesternrailway.co.uk/


To sign up for all future releases, visit our newsroom and subscribe to our
updates. You can unsubscribe to our releases at any time.
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